DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                                                                                                    109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             JUNE  24, 2026    5:00 P M 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on June 24, 2026 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. Also present was John Dubose, Attorney, Tim Harper, County Administrator, Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, Betsy Finklea and Dillon County News LLC.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward<bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org Christy Overstreet <coverstreet@dilloncountysc.org> Calvin Pompey <preventionspecialist@dilloncountysc.org>,Jody Barr <Jody.Barr@qcnews.com>
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Dennis Townsend called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman James Washington made a motion to approve the agenda. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MAY 27, 2026 & JUNE 9, 2026                                                A motion was made  by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Minutes for May 27, 2026 and June 9, 2026. She was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
PUBLIC HEARING
[bookmark: _Hlk166760763]ORDINANCE NO. 26-04 - THIRD READING                                                                                                                                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR COUNTY PURPOSES IN THE COUNTY OF DILLON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 AND ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT RATES AND FEES, AND FOR OTHER TAX PURPOSES AND COUNTY APPROPRIATION PURPOSES AND TO ESTABLISH THE TAX MILLAGE TO PROVIDE FOR THE BUDGET
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to open the Public Hearing. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
No one signed up to speak at the Public Hearing.
A motion to close the Public Hearing was made by Robbie Coward. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE NO. 26-04 - THIRD READING                                                                                                                                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR COUNTY PURPOSES IN THE COUNTY OF DILLON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 AND ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT RATES AND FEES, AND FOR OTHER TAX PURPOSES AND COUNTY APPROPRIATION PURPOSES AND TO ESTABLISH THE TAX MILLAGE TO PROVIDE FOR THE BUDGET
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 26-04. He was seconded by James Washington. James Washington, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. were all in favor. Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward and Brad Coward were opposed.
ORDINANCE NO. 26-06 – SECOND READING
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF A NOT EXCEEDING $2,100,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND, SERIES 2026 OF DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA; FIXING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF
THE BOND; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE BOND; AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OF COUNTY COUNCIL AND COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO DETERMINE CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO THE BOND; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE BOND; THE DISPOSITION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE BOND; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO 

A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 26-06. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
ORDINANCE NO. 26-07 - FIRST READING			                                                   An Ordinance by Dillon County Council changing the Zoning Map Classification from Light Industrial (ID1) to General Commercial (GC) for the purpose of Auto Recycling - Outdoor storage of salvage vehicles. 
                                                                 
Tax Map No: 034-00-00-083 and 034-00-020-084                                                            Total Acreage: 30.5 Acres 							                 Property Owner(s): Matlock’s Used Cars & Parts                                                                 Proposed Location: 2948 Faithful Road, Hamer SC 29547

** ORDINANCE NO. 26-07  - FAILED DUE TO NO MOTION BEING MADE.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-09 – FIRST READING                                                                        AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL POSTPONING FOR ONE YEAR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REASSESSMENT OF PROPERTIES. 

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Ordinance No. 26-09 – First Reading. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-10 – FIRST READING                                                                                                                                                AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING A
UNIFORM ORDINANCE SUMMONS AND AUTHORIZING THE USE OF AN
ORDINANCE SUMMONS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF COUNTY ORDINANCES. 

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Ordinance No. 26-10 – First Reading. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.    

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION NO. 26-08                                                                                                             A motion was made by Brad Coward to move Resolution No. 24-08 further down on the agenda so that it could be discussed in Executive Session and be followed by a vote. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.                                                                                             
PROCLAMATION
DILLON COUNTY VITILIGO PROCLAMATION FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE            A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Dillon County Vitiligo Proclamation for the month of June. She was seconded by James Campbell. All were in favor. 
SHAWN D. MCCOLLUM, SPOKESPERSON FOR SOUTHERN CONNECTIONS VITILIGO SUPPORT GROUP                                                                                                                           Shawn D. McCollum, Spokesperson for Southern Connections Vitiligo Support Group spoke to county council and stated that she was diagnosed with Vitiligo in 2006. She said that it started with small spots that was thought to be lupus. She said that most people battle with Vitiligo because of the spots. She said that she just wanted to bring awareness because a lot of people don’t know what it is but once they get an understanding of it and get support from others, it makes them embrace their skin better.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                                Tim Harper, Administrator requested that council approve  the teams going to the State Championship from Dillon, Latta and Lake View to receive $600.00 each as previously done in the past. A motion was made by Brad Coward to approve the Championship Team  from Dillon, Latta and Lake View to receive $600.00. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor. 
Dennis Townsend donated $100.00 to Town of Lake View Recreation.
Detrice Dawkins donated $200.00 to Girls with Knowledge, Save Our Youth $300.00 and Second Chance Gospel Group/Chaz McCloud $75.00. 
Brad Coward donated $800.00 to Dillon County Fire Department Station 9 $800.00, Dillon County Fire Dept Station 2 $800.00 and Latta Rescue $800.00.
James Washington donated $575.00 to the Dillon Kiwanis Club - under 6 Team and City of Dillon Football Recreation $575.00.		
Stevie Grice donated Floydale Fire Department $600.00 and MOJO Softball $600.00.                                                                                
Robbie Coward donated Second Chance Gospel Group/Chaz McCloud $100.00 as a personal donation.
Dennis Townsend stated that in regard to the Lake View Wild Gators Athletic Dept Sponsorship, that he would address this request personally at a later date.
A motion was made By Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was 
seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.

OPIOID GRANT – CALVIN POMPEY, PREVENTION SPECIALIST & DIANE HALL, TRINTY BEHAVIORAL CARE                                                                                                                           Elizabeth Clark, of Trinity Behavioral Care Director of Community Services spoke to county council  and stated that South Carolina Opioid Response Fund was granted to Trinity Behavioral Care on April 1, 2025 and they have expanded opioid misuse awareness and response efforts throughout Dillon County. She stated that moving forward they remain committed to meeting people where they are by providing education, resources and community-based prevention strategies that support a safer Dillon County. 
Calvin Pompey, Prevention Specialist stated that he had only been with the program for around three months but had begun going into faith-based areas such as churches and also recreation places. They have set up tents for back-to-school programs, pass out pamphlets and they are trying to get into the school system to begin to educate the youth. Councilman  Robbie Coward requested a financial report from Diane Hall of Trinity Behavioral Care. She and Tim Harper, Administrator said that they would be able to get the information that he requested.
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                            There were no Committee Appointments.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to go into Executive Session. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Legal Briefing
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to come out of Executive Session. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
THERE WAS NO ACTION TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION NO. 26-08                                                                                                                    A RESOLUTION BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING THE       DILLON COUNTY PERSONNEL POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL AS TO INSURANCE FOR RETIREES
A motion was made by James Washington to approve Resolution No. 26-08. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins.  James Washington, Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward and Brad Coward were all in favor. Dennis Townsend, Kenny Cook Jr. and Stevie Grice abstained from voting.
ADJOURN 
Detrice Dawkins made a motion to adjourn. She was seconded by Robbie Coward.  All were in favor.



______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved


